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Shopping 
for surgery? 
Buyers can 
get rewards 


JC Reindl Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Karen Kuiper of Grand Rapids received 
$100 in the mail from her health insurer, sim- 
ply for shopping online for good deals. 

What did she buy? A low-cost colon- 
oscopy. 

Her insurer covered the entire bill for the 
roughly $530 procedure, which, thanks to 
Kuiper’s bargain hunting, could have saved 
the company $1,000 or more than if she had 
visited a higher-cost medical provider. The 
$100 was her reward for saving all that mon- 
ey. 

“I want to make sure I get a good deal on 
anything that I purchase,” Kuiper said, “so 
why shouldn't I do the same for my health 
care?” 

Her insurance company, Priority Health, is 
at the forefront in Michigan of the national 
trend in health care toward providing con- 
sumers with greater transparency to costs. 

Insurers here and across the country have 
been launching websites and smartphone 
apps that offer detailed cost information on 
some medical procedures and services, such 
as knee replacements, MRIs and colon- 
oscopies. 


See HEALTH CARE, Page 13A 


Lawmakers and 
Snyder agree to fix 
taxes, driver fees 


Kathleen Gray and Paul Egan Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The House of Representatives and Senate 
reached a compromise with Gov. Rick Snyder 
on Wednesday that would eventually give ev- 
ery Michigander a $4,900 personal tax ex- 
emption and eliminate costly driver respon- 
sibility fees, forgiving $637 million in debt 
owed by nearly 350,000 drivers. 

Without the legislation, the personal ex- 
emption, which passed unanimously in the 
Senate and on a 106-2 vote in the House of 
Representatives, would have been eliminated 
because of the Trump administration's feder- 
al tax package. The legislature also raised the 
exemption, which would go from $4,000 to 


See TAX DEAL, Page 12A 


FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL SHOOTING 


17 DIE IN 
RAMPAGE 


Suspect captured and arrested; he is said to be a 
troubled ex-student who had threatened classmates 
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Parents wait for news after reports of a shooting Wednesday at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. JOEL AUERBACH/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


MIAMI HERALD 


PARKLAND, Fla. - An American 
nightmare unfolded Wednesday after- 
noon at a south Florida high school after 
police say an expelled teenager re- 
turned to campus and opened fire with 
an assault rifle, killing 17 and wounding 
15 more in the deadliest school shooting 
since a gunman attacked an elementary 
school in Newtown, Conn. 

Just before dismissal at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Park- 
land, thousands of students puzzled at 


the sound of a fire alarm were launched 
into a panic when gunfire punctuated 
the din. As teachers and students fled 
through hallways and hid under desks, 
a gunman opened fire, leaving a trail of 
bodies and stunned confusion in his 
wake. 

The Broward Sheriff’s Office says 
Nikolas Cruz, 19, walked the halls of the 
high school wielding an ARI5 and 
equipped with multiple magazines. U.S. 
Sen. Bill Nelson of Florida told reporters 


See SHOOTING, Page 9A 


Feds: 
U-M doc 
sought 
out girls 


He posed on Facebook as 
teen to woo them, they say 


Tresa Baldas Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


In 2006, University of Michigan police in- 
vestigated Dr. Mark Hoeltzel for allegedly e- 
mailing and instant messaging an 11-year-old 
girl for two years after meeting her at a juve- 
nile arthritis camp, telling her she had “pretty 
long legs” and asking her to go for ice cream. 

U-M quietly let him keep his job as he was 
never charged, but rather ordered to undergo 
“boundaries” classes. 

More than a decade later, Hoeltzel has 
landed in the middle of a scandal, accused of 
stashing child pornography on his computer 
and having a years-long sexual relationship 
with a patient he met when she was 18. 

On Wednesday, even more damning infor- 
mation surfaced about Hoeltzel in federal 
court, where a prosecutor disclosed fresh al- 
legations that he sent “romantic and flirta- 
tious” texts and e-mails to three minor girls in 
Missouri last fall, pretended to be a teenage 
boy and set up a fake Facebook page in that 
boy’s name. 

The bombshell disclosures came during a 
detention hearing for Hoeltzel, a pediatric 


See U-M DOCTOR, Page 13A 
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Lansing’s Madison Hubbell and partner 
Zachary Donohue look for redemption after 
a fall in last year’s World Championships. 


4 pages of Olympic coverage inside 
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2018 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED 


ULTRA LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL QUALIFIED GM EMPLOYEE PROGRAM 
PARTICIPANTS WITH A CURRENT ELIGIBLE BUICK, GMC OR CHEVROLET LEASE 


PER DUE AT 
$ ] 49 MONTH? $] A/9 ATRAL 
24-MONTH LEASE 


TAX, TITLE, LICENSE AND DEALER FEES EXTRA. No security deposit required. 
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 20,000 miles. At participating dealers only. 


BUICK.COM : y 


"Buick received the highest numerical score among 19 mass market brands in the J.D. Power 2016-2017 Sales Satisfaction Index (SSI) Studies. 2017 study based on 28,989 total responses, measuring the opinions of buyers and lessees of newevehicles in the United States, surveyed 
July-September 2017. Your experiences may vary. Visit |dpower.com ?MUST BE A CURRENT BUICK, GMC OR CHEVROLET LESSEE THROUGH ALLY, US BANK OR GM FINANCIAL. Payments are for a-20.18 Encore Preferred with an. MSRP of $25,395. 24. monthly'payments total $3,576..Payments 
may be higher in some states. Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. GM Financial must approve lease. Take delivery by 2/28/18: Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 20,000 miles. Lessee pays for maintenance, excess Wear and a disposition fee of $495 or less 
at end of lease. Not available with some other offers. Residency restrictions apply. ©2018 General Motors. All rights reserved. Buick® Encore® 
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